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SUBJECT: LETTER TO CHANCELLOR KREISKY FROM THE PRESIDENT 
REF: TRINKA - FLATIN TELECON OF 16 JANUARY 1974 

1. THERE FOLLOWS THE TEXT OF A LETTER, DATED DECEMBER 
15, 1973, FROM THE PRESIDENT TO CHANCELLOR KREISKY WHICH 
THE EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO TRANSMIT AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AS 
POSSIBLE (THE SECRETARIAT IS TRANSMITTING THE SIGNED 
ORIGINAL VIA AIR POUCH): 

BEGIN QUOTE: 

DEAR MR. CHANCELLOR: 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF OCTOBER 25, CONCERNING 
THE TERRORIST INCIDENT AT MARCHEGG IN LATE SEPTEMBER 
AND THE RELATED SUBJECT OF CONTINUED JEWISH EMIGRATION 
THROUGH AUSTRIA. 

I COMMEND THE GENEROUS UNDERSTANDING AND HOSPITALITY 
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SOVIET UNION AND OTHER COUNTRIES TO CONTINUE TO 
UTILIZE YOUR TRANSIT AND TRANSFER FACILITIES. THESE 
PEOPLE, MOST OF WHOM ARE EMBARKING UPON THE GREATEST 
UNDERTAKING OF THEIR LIVES, NEED REST, ORGANIZATION 
AND COUNSELING BEFORE CONTINUING THEIR JOURNEY FROM 
AUSTRIA TO NEW HOMES ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD. IN 
THIS CONNECTION, I AM PARTICULARLY GRATIFIED THAT 
YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS ANNOUNCED ITS DECISION TO 
ESTABLISH A NEW TRANSIT ASSISTANCE FACILITY AS A 
REPLACEMENT FOR THE FACILITY AT SCHOENAU CASTLE. 

IT IS VERY HELPFUL TO HAVE YOUR DETAILED EXPLANATION 
OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES RELATING TO THE SAD EVENTS OF 
SEPTEMBER 28-29. IT IS BECAUSE OF THE IMPORTANCE 
I KNOW WE BOTH ATTACH TO THE VERY GRAVE PROBLEM OF 
TERRORISM THAT I WISH TO SHARE WITH YOU IN ALL CANDOR 
THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS. AS YOU KNOW FROM THE 
REMARKS I MADE TO THE U.S. PRESS AT THE TIME, I 
REALIZE THE GREAT DIFFICULTIES YOU FACED IN REACHING 
A DECISION TO CLOSE SCHOENAU CASTLE. HOWEVER, I 
MUST REGRETFULLY EXPRESS THE BELIEF THAT CONCESSION 
IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES CAN ONLY ENCOURAGE FURTHER 
VIOLENCE AND EVEN GREATER DEMANDS. 

WHILE THE UNITED STATES WOULD BE PLEASED, INDEED, IF 
A MULTILATERAL SOLUTION TO THE TERRORIST PROBLEM 
COULD BE FOUND, WE BELIEVE THAT TERRORIST CHALLENGES 
MUST BE MET FORTHRIGHTLY AND FIRMLY BY THE STATES 
DIRECTLY INVOLVED IF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
IS TO BE FREE OF THIS SCOURGE. 

AGAIN, YOUR LETTER IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

SINCERELY YOURS, 

(S)RICHARD NIXON 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
BRUNO KREISKY 

CHANCELLOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF AUSTRIA 
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VIENNA 
END QUOTE 

2. FYI: THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER IS IN REPLY TO A RATHER 
LENGTHY LETTER OF OCTOBER 25, 1973, FROM KREISKY CONCERNING 
THE SCHOENAU MATTER, THE TEXT OF WHICH FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN QUOTE: 
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MR. PRESIDENT 

THE EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 28TH AND 29TH, IN THE 
COURSE OF WHICH TWO ARAB TERRORISTS CAPTURED A 
NUMBER OF HOSTAGES AND TRIED TO ESCAPE WITH THEM 
FROM AUSTRIA. HAVE CAUSED CONSIDERABLE INTERNATIONAL 
REVERBERATIONS. THE ATTACK WAS WARDED OFF WITHOUT 
BLOODSHED, AND THE HOSTAGES WERE SET FREE. 

THE MEASURES THAT WERE TAKEN BY THE AUSTRIAN 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TOWARD THIS END HAVE GIVEN RISE 
TO SOME MISINTERPRETATIONS ABROAD. DUE TO THE 
NATURE OF THE EVENTS, AN OBJECTIVE EVALUATION OF 
THESE MEASURES IS ONLY POSSIBLE ON THE BASIS OF A 
THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF THE SURROUNDING CIRCUMSTANCES 
AS WELL AS THE OCCURRENCES DURING THE PAST MONTHS. 

IN THE ATTEMPT TO BRING ABOUT A CORRECT EVALUATION 
OF THE AUSTRIAN POSTURE, AND HOPING TO COUNTER WITH 
FACTUAL ARGUMENTS THE CRITICISM FROM SOME QUARTERS, 

A CRITICISM WHICH IN THE OPINION OF THE AUSTRIAN 
GOVERNMENT IS NOT ALTOGETHER JUSTIFIED. I TAKE THE 
LIBERTY OF BRINGING CERTAIN ESSENTIAL ASPECTS TO 
YOUR ATTENTION: 

1. SINCE 1960, AUSTRIA HAS BEEN THE GATEWAY FOR 
ABOUT 164,000 PERSONS FROM EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 
IN TRANSIT TO ISRAEL. I TAKE THE LIBERTY OF EN- 
CLOSING A TABLE ILLUSTRATING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THIS 
TRANSIT OVER THE YEARS. MAY I DRAW YOUR ATTENTION 
TO THE FACT THAT THE PEAKS OF THIS MIGRATION WERE 
RE 
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